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Canadian Foundation for Physically
Disabled Persons, a charitable organization
founded in 1985, assists people with physical
disabilities to live fuller lives. Its mission is
to create awareness in the public, business
communities and government of the abilities
of persons with disabilities and their needs in
the areas of housing, employment, education,
accessibility, sports and recreation and research.
In the past 37 years, the Foundation has raised
substantial funds, which it has distributed to a
wide variety of organizations and events. These
include the Canadian Disability Hall of Fame, the
Eternal Flame of Hope, the Rotary Cheshire Home,
the Canadian Helen Keller Awards Luncheon,
the annual Great Valentine Gala, the King
Clancy Awards, the Corporate Awards, a Seat at the
Table, the WhyNot Marathon, the first Canadian
Marathon for the Paralympics, Jeff Adams’
CN Tower climb, Rolling Rampage Wheelchair
10K Road Race and Rolling Rampage on the Hill.
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MESSAGES
As Honorary Patron
of the Canadian
Foundation for
Physically Disabled
Persons (CFPDP),
I extend the warmest
of greetings on the
occasion of the annual
Great Valentine Gala.
I am with you in spirit
as you celebrate winners of the King Clancy and
Corporate Awards.
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed how
we work and relate to each other. More than
anything, the last few months have revealed the
true nature of human resilience, as well as the
importance of the relationships and traditions
that sustain us.
It therefore gives me great pleasure to know
that, though it is not possible to do so in person,
so many members and friends of CFPDP have
gathered to celebrate this evening’s honourees –
who have secured real progress in promoting
accessibility and inclusion across this country.
Together they are succeeding in building a more
just and sustainable future—a world that
works for everyone.
This comes with my best wishes for a memorable occasion.
The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell
The Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

This last year has
been a time like no
other, but at CFPDP
we believe that our
charitable initiatives
and awards to honour
those making a
difference must go
on. So, for 2021, we
are taking our gala
virtual to show appreciation for the incredible
individuals and organizations that are being
recognized for their contributions to Canadians
with disabilities.
We are proud to name Elisabeth and Randall
Linton as recipients of our Hon. David C. Onley
Award, which recognizes exceptional service to
Canadians who live with a disability. In 1999,
they founded the Sanfilippo Children’s Research
Foundation, which raises awareness and funds
medical research for the rare genetic disorder.
Dave Dame is our 2021 recipient of the King
Clancy Award, which honours extraordinary
achievements by Canadians with a disability.
Currently Vice President, Global Agile Leader at
Scotiabank, he is a world leader in agile best
practices while supporting an authentic culture
of inclusion in his workplace.
Finally, our Corporate Award goes to the Globe
and Mail for its leading coverage of disability
issues and for conveying diversity and inclusion in
its editorial coverage across news stories, opinion
articles and editorials.
Please join me in congratulating our 2021
award recipients and thanking them for their
valuable service and accomplishments.
On behalf of everyone at CFPDP, thank you for
your continuing support.
The Honourable Vim Kochhar
Chair, Canadian Foundation for
Physically Disabled Persons

Thank you for
supporting the
Canadian Foundation
for Physically Disabled
Persons’ 37th annual
Great Valentine Gala.
It’s a singular honour
to be Chair of this
important fundraising
event as it improves
the lives of people with physical disabilities.
My heartfelt appreciation goes out to our loyal
Gala supporters and generous donors. With your
ongoing help, CFPDP can continue its awarenessraising mission, creating social change and
funding essential services for the physically
disabled. Two important initiatives that CFPDP
helps fund include Seat at the Table, which
encourages and assists corporations to recruit
board members with physical disabilities, and
financial assistance for the Canadian Helen
Keller Centre, providing housing and intervenor
services for the deafblind.
While we sadly cannot gather in person,
CFPDP’s tireless efforts towards creating a fully
accessible and inclusive society are continuing
with the goal of providing equal access and
opportunity for all Canadians. In the future,
we look forward to again celebrating with
you in person.
My sincere gratitude to the entire team that
made this event possible. The list includes so
many – from CFPDP’s dedicated volunteers and
patrons to the foundation’s staff and our vast
supportive partner network.
Thank you and I hope you enjoy our 2021
virtual gala.
Richard Rotman,
Chair, The Great Valentine Gala
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Emcee,
Suhana
Meharchand

Now in its 37th year, the
Canadian Foundation for
Physically Disabled Persons’
celebrated Gala remains
a vital force, shining a
bright light on the lives and
accomplishments of people
with physical disabilities and
supporting the ongoing battle
for inclusion and equality.

With each passing year, the Great Valentine
Gala (GVG) makes history as one of the most
enduring fundraising events in Canada and in
2021 is going virtual. The Gala is one of oldest
fundraising galas in Canada that focuses on the
cause of helping people with physical disabilities.

2021

“When we were planning the first Gala, we
thought it could continue for many years because
we saw the need for advocacy for people living
with physical disabilities in Canada,” said Hon.
Vim Kochhar, chair of the Canadian Foundation
for Physically Disabled Persons (CFPDP), which

Hon. Vim Kochhar,
Laura Dottori-Attanasio and Penny Hartin,
King Clancy Award Recipients,
Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell,
Lieutenant Governor
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hosts the annual social evening. “But how could we have ment at Ryerson University to fund scholarships for
students with physical disabilities. Kochhar says he’s
predicted we would be taking it virtual?”
There are plenty of factors behind the remarkable success passionate about supporting scholarship endowments for
of the Great Valentine Gala, but one that stands out is its op- students with physical disabilities and wants to do more.
timistic and purposeful vision of the future. In 2021 with “With additional educational opportunities for Canadians
with physical disabilities we
the challenges of live events, the
will see an increase in opportuGVG plans to celebrate the last
nities and pursuit of profes37 years of entertainers, award
sional roles,” he notes.
winners and supporters.
Kochhar goes on to say he
“Over these years, we’ve
believes education is one of the
consistently communicated
most important assets someone
the idea that Canada should
with a physical disability can
be a place where all people
have. “Of course, education is
are judged on their abilities
important for everyone to get
and accomplishments, never
ahead today, but it’s particuon their disabilities, and now
larly vital for people with
we are focusing on the leaderRob Ham, Kelly Verboom , Dorothy Price, Hon. Vim Kochhar,
physical disabilities. Look, it’s a
ship of Corporate Canada”
Jan Verboom, Deborah Lewis, George Przybylowski
given they’re going to have a
said Kochhar.
“I know that our supporters share our values and harder time finding work than able-bodied workers, so
perspectives on this important issue. Together, through our getting the right schooling and skills will improve their
persistence – some would say stubbornness – we’ve helped chances and could have a profound impact on their lives
make a real difference in the way Canadians think about and move up the corporate ladder.”
Each year, the CFPDP presents the Honourable David
physical disability.”
In 2021, The CFPDP plans to set up another endow- C. Onley Award to an individual in recognition of his or her

Hon. David Onley, Hon. Vim Kochhar,
Hon. David C. Onley award winner Tamara Gordon

Honourary Co Chair, Honourable Peter MacKay, Partner, Baker McKenzie,
Corporate Award winners, Donna Carbell, Head of Group Benefits, Manulife Canada and
Denise O’Neil Green Vice President, Equity and Community Inclusion, Ryerson University,
and Honourary Co Chair Dr. Mohamad Fakih, CEO, Paramount Fine Foods
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Suhana Meharchand
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Canadian Paralympic Team
send off in the Quest for Gold in Tokyo.

extraordinary service to Canadians who live with
disability. This year, we’re pleased to present the
award to Elisabeth and Randall Linton.
Elisabeth and Randall are long-time advocates
for their now deceased daughter Elisa and
hundreds of other children who have Sanfilippo
syndrome. Since founding the Sanfilippo
Children’s Research Foundation in 1999, the Lintons have raised millions of dollars for research.
The 2021 recipient of the King Clancy Award
is Dave Dame. Currently Vice President, Global
Agile Leader at Scotiabank, he is a world leader
in agile best practices while supporting an
authentic culture of inclusion in his workplace.
Recognizing the vital role that media and
business plays in expanding access and providing
opportunities, the Gala each year recognizes

Canadian companies and organizations that have
made exemplary contributions in support of
people with physical disabilities. The 2021
Corporate Award winner is The Globe and Mail.
The Globe and Mail’s coverage of disability
issues is leading the way for media in Canada.
With increasing number of editorials, opinion
articles and news items Canadians continue to
have access to the most current information. The
Globe and Mail has also taken a leadership role
in conveying diversity and inclusion issues. The
coverage is increasing and the organization has
provided a number of PSA Ads to a variety of
Not-for-Profit organizations in the space.
Through the years, some 23,000 people have
attended the event, and more than $30 million
has been raised.

PRESENTING
SPONSOR

PLATINUM
SPONSOR

NATIONAL MEDIA
SPONSOR

GOLD
SPONSOR

SILVER
SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

SUPPORTERS

Dr. Gagan
Bhalla

Richard
Rusek

Honourable
Julian Fantino

Ira Gluskin &
Maxine Granovsky
Gluskin

The Hampson
Family

Tivra Capital and
Advisory Ltd.
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2021 Great Valentine Gala

Corporate Award Winner
Presented each year at the Great Valentine Gala, the CFPDP Corporate Awards recognize the exemplary
contributions of Canadian companies and organizations in support of people with physical disabilities.

While Facebook, YouTube and other social channels
have helped spread awareness of disability issues in
Canada and abroad, many
traditional newspaper and
broadcast media outlets still
fall far short. The Globe and
Mail is a notable exception.
It provides more coverage
of disability issues than any
other daily newspaper in the country – across news
and feature stories to insightful editorials and
opinion articles – from an increasingly diverse
group of contributors. The Globe’s coverage is also
more extensive and its analysis more in-depth.
“I THINK WE LOOK more analytically and intelligently
at the issues,” says The Globe and Mail Publisher and CEO
Phillip Crawley.“We provide appropriate context. We ask
pertinent questions and challenge assumptions.We have
a well-educated, intelligent audience. They expect that
what we are giving them has been properly thought
through, that it isn’t shallow. It isn’t simply presenting a
one dimensional or superficial story. When the public
knows and it’s explained to them with the correct
context, then you get a groundswell of informed opinion,
adding their voices. And I think that’s what we need.”
In addition to its editorial coverage, The Globe and
Mail fulfills its corporate responsibility by providing
non-profit organizations with a generous allocation of
free space, both in print and digitally, for public service
announcements to help get their message across.
“We have a national pulpit,” says Crawley.“Because of
the nature of our business, we can reach audiences from
coast to coast to coast and it is incumbent upon us as a
company to help advocate for those who
otherwise would not necessarily be able to do so. So,
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while we take paid advocacy ads from organizations
who have a point of view…there are a lot of organizations that simply don’t have the funds, don’t have the
access unless we provide space in our publications. It’s
our way at The Globe of giving back to the community
to allow them to have a voice.”
The Globe and Mail is also taking a leadership role
in the area of diversity and inclusion.“I was shocked,” he
says,“when Vim Kochhar told me that, to his knowledge,
there wasn’t a single disabled person on a Board of Directors of a public company in Canada.” With that in
mind, the Globe’s publisher is actively involved in
A Seat at the Table, an initiative by the Canadian
Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons to nominate
qualified candidates with disabilities for these important
positions.
As a responsible corporate leader, Crawley also
recognizes the need to achieve greater diversity in his
own workplace. “Our staff have got to be reflective of
the community in which we live,” he says, “so we are
measuring the diversity and inclusivity of our staff. We
have hiring practices which encourage that.We can’t be
an island. We are part of the community we serve and,
therefore, we have a committee for diversity and
inclusivity which is drawn from all parts of the company.
We measure the ratios of how many women and how
many people of colour. We work with a number of organizations in the community to bring speakers in and
we’ve had some very good diversity training for staff and
managers…There’s a demand from our staff for us to
make more progress in this area.”
“CFPDP congratulates the entire team at the The
Globe and Mail for its efforts and for being recipients of
the 2021 Corporate Award,” says Vim Kochhar, Chair
of the Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled
Persons. “The Globe and Mail is making an impact
and making a difference.”

The Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons’ King Clancy Award is presented
annually in recognition of outstanding personal achievement and important contributions in
support of Canadians who live with disability. This year’s award recipient is David Dame

W

hen Dave Dame came into
this world in 1971, it was
not as accessible to people
with disabilities as it is today. While he
was born with cerebral palsy, his parents chose not to see things as they
were, but to imagine instead what was
possible. In doing so, they instilled in
their son a deep sense of responsibility
to live independently, find solutions,
become an expert in his field and work
towards a more inclusive world. He
has done them proud.
Sheer determination coupled with
improvements in accessibility allowed
Dame to graduate university, travel the
world and thrive in a highly successful
career. That career has taken him far
beyond the less accessible world in
which he was born – both physically
(he has extensive experience starting
up digital factories in Mexico and
South America) and metaphysically
(he consistently helps others believe
that they can accomplish great things).
In the words of Scotiabank’s Director
of Diversity and Inclusion, Jody
Jacobson, “While it is no secret that
Dave has cerebral palsy, he demonstrates every day that cerebral palsy
does not have him.”
In his current role at Scotiabank,
Dame’s title is Vice President, Global
Agile Leader. The emphasis is well
placed on the last word, as he is
renowned for his leadership skills,
helping teams leverage, implement

and manage agile best practices and
quality management to reduce time
to market for new products and
increase the ability to respond to new
opportunities.
“Agile really helps people in organizations become more flexible and
adaptable to change,” explains Dame.
“We have to get better at changing
because customers are changing more
quickly than ever, and if we’re not
able to react and pivot to how they’re
changing, we’re not going to become
relevant…If we quickly do a small piece
of work, send it out there and see how
it’s received by the market, then we can
quickly adapt and learn on that
feedback. Before, we tried to think of
everything up front instead of building
learning as part of the process.”
Dame continues, “As a leader, I’ve
learned to empower others to under-

stand the problem, figure out the best
way they want to solve that problem
and do that. By giving people
problems instead of work to do, it
really enables them to have intrinsic
motivation to build and solve things.
My style of leadership is more enablement than control. I really like to try
to give people the problem statement
and the guardrails that they get to stay
between, then allow them to figure out
the best way to do it. I don’t want them
to implement my idea. I want them to
become good at getting ideas and making decisions.”
Enshrined in the word “agile” are
values and principles that embrace
inclusivity. Indeed, Dame is strongly
committed to supporting an authentic
culture of inclusion in his workplace
as Executive Champion of Scotiabank’s DiversABILITY employee
resource group, which helps everyone
to learn, connect and join together
to promote accessibility across the
organization. His life experiences help
others understand that inclusivity goes
beyond accessibility.
“Just because they put a ramp to
get me in the building, it took a lot
more work to help me feel that I
belonged in the building. I’ve been put
on a team, but I haven’t always felt
part of the team,” says Dame. “The
differences in both of these examples
are the leaders and what people have
done to make me feel that I belong.”

February 2021 WhyNot.
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The Honourable

DavidC.Onley
AWARD

In tribute to our 28th Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, the Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons introduced
The Honourable David C. Onley Award in 2014. The award recognizes examples of extraordinary service to Canadians
who live with a disability. This year we honour Elisabeth and Randall Linton, founders of the Sanfilippo Children’s
Research Foundation, which funds medical research for the rare genetic disorder and its related neurogenetic diseases.

E

lisabeth and Randall Linton have spent much of the last the world, current clinical trials, and establishing labs
quarter century advocating on behalf of hundreds of dedicated to Sanfilippo research.
children who have Sanfilippo syndrome, a rare, inherited
While there is still no cure, research is ongoing, including
metabolic disorder for which there is currently no cure. Their at Montreal’s Sainte-Justine Hospital in a lab that bears Elisa
own daughter, Elisa, began to regress at an age when most Linton’s name and at The Sanfilippo Children’s Research
children are just beginning school. She died in 2016 at the Foundation’s Laboratory at Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto.
age of 22, however her case was
As well, Abeona Therapeutics has
described as “miraculous” because
opened The Elisa Linton Center for
most young people with Sanfilippo
Rare Disease Therapies, a 6,000syndrome die in their teens.
square-foot commercial manufactur“Elisa was a very bright, intuitive
ing facility for gene and cell therapies
and loving person,” says Elisabeth
in Cleveland, Ohio.
Linton. “She loved people and she
“I am very optimistic. We were
loved life. She was so determined and
able to establish a number of research
would never give up. Regression
projects that have continued throughnever slowed her down. If anything,
out the years in different institutions
it made her more determined. She
in Canada as well as England,
was fearless and she was a teacher.
Australia and the United States,”
I looked at her and mirrored my
shares Elisabeth Linton, adding that
Randall, Elisa, Jessica, Elisabeth and Conner Linton
own life. Many times, I was tempted
some research has advanced to clinito give up, but she never did. She was a fearless warrior cal trials, including a gene therapy study by Abeona Therapeufor living and loving; she was an inspiration.”
tics. “It has been slow and thorough progress, but we are very
Children with Sanfilippo syndrome are missing an excited by the results and what this will mean, because we
essential enzyme that normally breaks down and recycles a believe this could be a significant treatment.”
complex body sugar. As a result, large sugar molecules build
Elisabeth and Randall Linton, along with their two other
up in the bones, brain and other organs, stopping normal children, Jessica and Connor, devoted their lives to helping
development and reverting a child back into infancy. This Elisa, who they affectionately called ‘Woogs’ or ‘Woogie’. Their
decline is accompanied by hyperactivity, sleep disorders, efforts continue to bring hope to every family who has a child
seizures, loss of speech and mobility, intellectual develop- living with Sanfilippo syndrome or related genetic conditions.
ment disorders and dementia.
“Elisa’s legacy is a legacy of hope because she lived a life with
As Elisa’s condition began to deteriorate, her parents hope, experiencing every single day as being a wonderful day,
worked tirelessly to spread awareness of Sanfilippo syndrome an exciting day, a fun day,” says Elisabeth Linton. “Fun for Elisa
and raise money through the Sanfilippo Children’s Research in the later stages of her life was just giving hugs and looking
Foundation, which they founded in 1999, in the hopes of deeply in your eyes. That brought a smile to her face. She never
finding a cure. They have continued their work even after gave up when she was trying to walk and would still try, even
Elisa’s death, raising over $8 million to date with a remarkable when she didn’t have the balance or the strength. It’s part of her
96 percent of every dollar donated going towards research.
legacy of never giving up, and that’s something that we as a
The foundation has sponsored 40 research grants foundation won’t do either. We look forward to the day when a
worldwide. They have resulted in important findings, major child is diagnosed with Sanfilippo syndrome and the doctor can
presentations at medical and genetic conferences around say ‘there is hope’ because we have a treatment or a cure.”
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Everyone deserves
Things are progressing with CFPDP’s
social-change initiative to create boardroom
opportunities for Canadians with disabilities

P

EOPLE WITH DISABILITIES are Canada’s biggest
minority community. One in five – or approximately
20% of our population – lives with a disability. Why
then is there so little representation from this demographic
on the Boards of our country’s corporations? Instead
of just asking the question, Vim Kochhar, Founder of the
Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons
(CFPDP), is leading the charge to help bring about
positive change.
Companies have made great strides in recruiting women
for these director roles over the last 40 years. We are now
calling on corporations from coast to coast to add people
with disabilities to their Boards of Directors,” says Kochhar.
“Right now, I am not aware of any individuals with physical
disabilities on any Canadian corporate boards.”
And from this realization, A Seat at the Table was born.
Drawing on his personal contacts, Kochhar brought
together a group of senior business leaders who are eager to
help. This group, which is being led by 11 CEOS and senior
executives, is charged with choosing qualified candidates
based on their credentials, competencies, and experience.
Additionally, in an effort to broaden the thinking behind
today’s important diversity and inclusion initiatives, CFPDP
has launched a vigorous campaign to draw attention to its
A Seat at the Table program.
“Having a disability should not be a barrier to joining a
corporate Board,” emphasizes Kochhar. “The attention that
diversity and inclusion efforts are receiving is extremely
encouraging, but we must do more to ensure that all
Canadians feel included. This is the time to make corporations aware of the significant contributions that Canadians
with disabilities can make.”
Indeed, Boards often recruit new directors from their
own contacts – so people they already know or who are
within their existing networks are getting these opportunities. This, says Kochhar, creates a homogenous group that
excludes diverse groups of people, including people with
physical disabilities.
“There are many people with disabilities who are incred-
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ibly accomplished, and we see stories every single day regarding their achievements. Part of our mission for A Seat at the
Table is to highlight these success stories,” adds Kochhar.
“Bringing a disability perspective to the table is also another
way that corporate Canada can further serve its bottom line.
Imagine having a ready resource on your own Board, and
being able to proactively tap into the thinking and customer
service needs of more than 20 percent of Canadians. This is
achievable if companies build leadership teams that more
closely align with Canada’s demographics.”
A Seat at the Table aims to help companies do exactly this
by identifying, vetting, and then recommending qualified
Board-level candidates. CFPDP is also supporting educational
opportunities for this demographic group by establishing
scholarships. Currently, the organization has established
endowment funds at Toronto’s Ryerson University and York
University and is looking to extend this program to other
major post-secondary institutions across Canada.
People with disabilities have an advantage in their
mindset and acquired skills,” explains Kochhar. “It is often
said that people who have hearing loss make broader use
of their eyesight and that people with low or no vision
make more use of the hearing. As well, we have seen
people with disabilities prove themselves in a wide variety
of sports, and a Paralympic gold medal is as widely
recognized as Olympic gold. There are also already many
successful professionals whose genius has propelled them
to top positions in their fields.”
Ultimately, as CFPDP continues to move its Seat at the
Table initiative forward, Kochhar believes society as a whole
must work together to remove physical barriers and create
educational opportunities. At the same time, he and
the dedicated group of Canadian corporate leaders will
continue to encourage qualified people with disabilities to
submit applications through CFPDP for Board positions.
“We will continue to raise awareness with the public and
present qualified leaders to corporate Canada,” says
Kochhar. “I am ever so hopeful that we will see people with
disabilities on Canadian Boards by the end of 2021.”
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kotharigroup.com
We are a diversified company with investments in
mortgage financing, real estate development and hotel
management. The group is focused on growth through
continued forays in real estate and financing space.

Winnipeg, MB

Winnipeg, MB

905-273-4001
E-mail: info@kotharigroup.com

141 Brunel Road, Suite #201, Mississauga, O1 L4Z 1X3

Spreading
the love to our
communities.
Scotiabank is thrilled to continue to support
the Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled
Persons and the 37th Annual Great Valentine Gala.
Our commitment represents the passion of our employees, the insight
of our partners, and the spirit of our communities. Enjoy this virtual event,
knowing you’re helping our community become better off.
scotiabank.com/community
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